
served our Founders Day/

Continental Sunday at Second Bap-

tist Church. We fellow shipped 

with our family and friends. We 

left a monetary gift of $1,235.00 

for their youth ministry. Following 

the service we motored to Outback 

Steak House Restaurant in South 

Miami for brunch and to fellow-

ship. Special thanks were given to 

our Continental Guys, our Chil-

dren, and Friends for joining us on 

this great occasion. 

 

Thanks to our Scrabble Club and 

Committee, serving under the lead-

ership of Dr. 

Earlene Dotson, Continentals Betty 

Alexander and Shelia Hender-

son for such a wonderful game 

that has been implemented into two 

schools this year. We began at 

Frank C. Martin Elementary 

and expanded to Avocado Element

ary. We are serving 3rd-7th graders. 

The children are excited about the 

club and learning the 

game. Focusing on Fluency of 

words, Mathematics, Communica-

tion, and Social Skills. 

. 

Thanks to our Recreation Commit-

tee and chair, Shelia Henderson for 

such a great Boot Camp that is 

being housed at Frank C. Martin 

Elementary after school. The chil-

dren are eager and excited every 

Monday and Friday to meet with 

our trainer Big James Henderson to 

DO MIND< BODY< SOUL. Envi-

sioned by Parmie Dean, A Child is 

Waiting! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continen-

tal Socie-

ties, Incor-

porated 

Greater 

Miami 

Chap-

ter have 

begun our 

Chapter's 

year of 

planning 

and devel-

oping pro-

grams to 

continue to 

serve our children in South Florida.  

 

 Our Annual  August Planning 

Meeting was held at Palmetto Bay 

Village Center, to make plans for 

the 2011-2012 Program year. 

1st Vice ï President Eleanor Saun-

ders introduced the Dy-

namic Motivator Speaker, Sarah 

Warren. Who gave 

and demonstrated some excellent 

tips on TEAMWORK and how we 

can let others know about our or-

ganization. Then Continental 

Christa Dean conducted a workshop 

on writing up our activities. We had 

a Ball sharing all of our creative 

ideas of writing up a project and 

working together. Then the HEER 

plus ARTS and HUMANITIES 

chairpersons, presented their action 

plans, which were discussed and 

delivered in love. Afterward we had 

brunch, fellowshipped, laughed and 

collected the ñCHRISTMAS IN 

AUGUST SUP-

PLIES,ò   we departed feeling good 

about the things we had accom-

plished. 

 

In August we started our CHRIST-

MAS IN AUGUST project under 

the direction of Dr. Earlene Dotson. 

It was a huge SUCCESS!!!!!!! 

Most of our members partici-

pated and brought in their items 

to fill book bags and backpacks 

for children in need. Dr. Dotson 

opened her home to the members 

to prepare the book bags, back 

packs, and the teachers survival 

kits. Those items included every-

thing imaginable, from bandages 

to dictionaries! 

 

We delivered Teachers Survival 

kits to our partnering schools--

Avocado Elementary, Pine Villa 

Elementary, and Frank C. Martin 

K-8 Magnet. All schools were 

very grateful and most apprecia-

tive to receive such useful gift for 

each teacher's classroom, we also 

presented each office staff, prin-

cipal, assistant principal and 

paraprofessionals with a gift, and 

words of encouragement for the 

school year. Later we delivered 

supplies to Safe House in Per-

rine, where children and youth 

residing at a safe haven who 

many times leave home in a 

hurry with only the clothes on 

their backs, families personally 

known by some of our sisters and 

students attending Pine Villa 

Elementary. Lastly we visited 

Community Action Agency and 

left some supplies for their use as 

promised. It was a busy and re-

warding day! 

 

Thanks to the PR Chair, 

Christa D. Dean and committee 

for the effective Colgate Dental 

Screening done in August at the 

West Perinea Park. It was a 

GREAT SUCCESS, and well 

attended by the children and 

parents From the community. 

 

On September 11, 2011, we ob-
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

April 14. 2012 

6th Annual 5K Walk/Run for 

Asthma at ZOO Miami  

 

 

April 27-28, 2012 

Southeastern Regional 

Meeting 

Atlanta, Georgia 

  

 

June 23-26, 2012 

56th Annual National 

Conclave 

Richmond, VA 

 

  

Presidentõs Message Conõt 
Hallelujah NightðThe Recrea-

tion Committee joined with 

Sweet Home Missionary Bap-

tist Church on October 31, 

2011, for Hallelujah Night. 

The Continentals served in 

many capacities making sure 

the children had fun playing 

games, face painting and hav-

ing fun. It was a family fun 

night and our focus was to 

make sure everyone was safe. 

They had Hot Dogs, Hamburg-

ers, chips, popcorn, sodas. It 

was huge, a community night.  

 

During our September meet-

ing Continental Societies, In-

corporated Greater Miami 

Chapter was presented with the 

check from UPS representa-

tives. A BIG HAND CLAP 

FOR UPS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

 We received a $5000.00 grant 

from UPS to use with some of 

our Five Point National pro-

grams. Funds were allocated to 

use for these programs are: 

Financial Fitness for Kids, an 

eight week program, Continen-

tal Book Club and Continental 

Scrabble Club. Again, Thank 

You! 

 

Thanks to the Arts and Hu-

manities Committee for taking 

the lovely children to see THE 

UMM HMM CHRONICLES 

play in October, at The South 

Dade Cultural Arts Center. 

Following the play, Continen-

tal Ora and her husband, Conti-

nental Guy Charles opened 

their home to us for a recap of 

the play and a scrumptious 

meal with the children. 

Continentals on the go; At 

Holiday Time eight children 

were invited to see the Nut-

cracker at Miami City Audito-

rium. What a delight, and the 

parents were so happy for the 

children who attended. An 

Awesome experience! 

 

Thanks to the Education Com-

mittee and chair Tanisha 

Laidler for a GREAT TEEN 

TALK presentation at Frank C. 

Martin. The panel consist of 

former students of F. C. Mar-

tin. It was outstanding! They 

served at least 200 students. 

 

Thanks to the continued part-

nership of the 100 Black Men 

of South Florida, we were able 

to deliver several boxes of 

groceries for Thanksgiving 

dinner to several families in 

need. For Christmas we were 

able to send eleven students on 

a shopping spree with them to 

Walmart. Thanks to our Conti-

nental Guy Al Dotson who was 

able to accompany the two 

sisters; Continentals Tammy 

Blakely and Mary Palmer with 

the children. He is truly a 

blessing! 

 

In all of our lives we are all 

busy. But I must give a SPE-

CIAL Shout out to Continental 

Dr. Rosa White and her grand-

son for picking up toys, sepa-

rated, and delivered the toys 

donated by Toys For Tots to 

the Community Partnership for 

the Homeless Shelter.  

 

THANKS TO ALL THE SIS-

TERS and GUYS who lend a 

HELPING HAND at the shel-

ter and for bringing joy to the 

children! 

 

WE are SO BLESSED to be 

able to EXPERIENCE THE 

JOY OF GIVING to the chil-

dren during the year. 

 

Sister to Sister Care 

We Had a WONDERFUL 

NEW EXPERIENCE this year 

getting to know our sisters on a 

different level. Our Member-

ship Chair, Vassie K. 

Green put together a program 

called Sister to Sister Care that 

is in operation. We are doing 

everything that we can to touch 

the lives of our sisters to let 

them know we are thinking 

about them. We have shown so 

many acts of love to each 

other. Let us continue to do so.  

 

Thanks to our chair. 

Thanks to our 1st Vice Presi-

dent, Eleanor Saunders for 

hosting our December meeting 

at her home and to the ñEight 

is enough teamò for preparing 

breakfast. Everything was 

BEAUTIFUL, and FABU-

LOUS. 

 

Thanks To our Employment 

Chair, Doris Granberry and 

Committee for doing such a 

GREAT Job with our Financial 

Fitness for kids. It was held at 

Kingdom Covenant Church. 

Thanks to Continental Doris 

for allowing us to occupy her 

church.   We had 

two Outstanding Presenters 

who interacted with the chil-

dren well and did a marvelous 

job. We served 31 students and 

parents. We all learned some-

thing about finances, and the 

children benefited enormously. 

 

Finally, Thanks to my out-

standing Executive Board and 

members who 

have contributed Beyond the 

call of duty. You have commit-

ted yourselves to the organiza-

tion, to the office, to 

the children and my leadership.  

 

Thanks for giving of your time, 

talent, and money to get the job 

done. I do appreciate all of you 

so much and I, AM, blessed to 

have such An Awesome group 

of WOMEN serving with me. 

Thank You for your vote of 

Confidence in me to lead this 

GREAT Organization for the 

year of 2011-2013. 

 

 

 

Mattie J. Williams, President 

Greater Miami Chapter 

 

C O N T I N E N T A L  C O N N E C T I O N  
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Building on the vision of 

our "Continental Kid" Par-

mie Dean, Continental So-

cieties Inc. - Greater Miami 

Chapter Recreation Com-

mittee  continued its 2nd 

Annual "Get Fit for Life" 

Boot Camp.  Boot Camp 

Instructor "Continental 

Guy Big James Hender-

son" - challenges the 

campers to work out 

their MINDé 

BODY.... And 

SOUL...!  These 35 stu-

dents signed up for their 

ten-week fitness pro-

gram.  The children are 

excited to be apart of 

this program. Recreation 

Chair  Shelia Henderson 

leads, directs and ensures 

that campers are ready 

and motivated to GET FIT FOR LIFE!!    

            

 

Red Tails and a Chat with an Airman 
This was an awesome event Red Tails and a Chat with an Original Tuskegee Airman.  Ret. Lt. 

Col. Eldridge Williams joined a group of 25 students for a screening of Red Tails a George 

Lucas movie.  Continental Christa Dean planned an event that partnered with the Miami Chapter 

of the Tuskegee Airmen and the USAF Academy Way of Life Alumni Group with provided the 

children with insight into the lives of the Tuskegee Airman. This event positively impacted the 

children and adults in attendance.  Thanks to Mary Palmer, Lola Francis, Vassie Green, Dr. 

Earlene Dotson, Shelia Henderson, Dr. Rosa White, Mattie Williams and Eleanor Saunders for 

your assistance in such an impactful activity. 
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Scholarship Recipients Update 
Dear Continentals, 

 

  My best 

friend once said to me in 

jest, when discussing our 

goals and aspirations, 

ñKristan, all of your imme-

diate family works for the 

post office.  Why canôt you 

just accept the fact that you 

are going to be a mail-

man?ò  Being the son, 

brother, and nephew of 

postal employees, I have to 

admit that the same ques-

tion has crossed my mind 

many times.  I can even 

remember as a child want-

ing to be a mailman to fol-

low in my parentsô foot-

steps. Nonetheless, over-

time my interests have 

moved away from the 

ñfamily businessò and have 

come to lie in public health 

and medicine. 

I have been fasci-

nated by science and even 

more interested in medi-

cine throughout my aca-

demic career.  In high 

school, I spent a great deal 

of my time volunteering at 

Miamiôs Baptist Hospital, 

where I was privileged 

with a unique insight on 

how it is to be a health care 

professional.  My experi-

ences during college, 

though, have nurtured my 

convictions in my pursuit 

to become a doctor.  

Thankfully, I have had the 

opportunity to shadow doc-

tors in the hospital setting 

at the Duke University 

Medical Center and in pri-

vate practice.  Moreover, I 

have obtained a greater per-

spective and appreciation of 

medicine from my research 

projects, learning about the 

fundamental science that 

leads to the formation of 

pharmaceutical drugs and 

treatment of disease.  

Currently, I am a 

senior working towards a 

Bachelorôs degree in the Mo-

lecular Biology department of 

Princeton University.  I am 

performing my senior thesis 

research on the workings of 

chemotherapy resistant He-

reditary Non-polyposis Colo-

rectal Cancer.  Upon graduat-

ing, I plan to utilize the 

knowledge of science that I 

have gained from my studies 

to work in addressing public 

health issues and rising health 

disparities.  I have dedicated 

my undergraduate education 

to learning about science, 

research, and health so that I 

could later pursue a career in 

medicine and help those fac-

ing disease and other medical 

afflictions.  

When thinking about 

the future, I like to call upon 

a quote by Chuck Palahniuk.  

ñWe all die. The goal isn't to 

live forever, the goal is to 

create something that will.ò   

I hope to truly create an im-

pact within my community if 

not the world.  I am dedicated 

to and passionate about my 

work in health and science, 

and I am optimistic that my 

zeal will be successful in 

making an impression on my 

career and community to not 

only help people of my time 

but also those of times to 

come. 

The Continental So-

cieties, Inc. Scholarship has 

been a tremendous support 

towards my future goals and 

has certainly fueled my ex-

perience as an undergraduate.  

This endowment has allowed 

me to focus my energy on my 

academic and my current ex-

tracurricular pursuits: working 

as a peer health advisor and 

promoting awareness of pub-

lic health issues.   

Although I am not 

keeping with the family tradi-

tion, there is one lesson that I 

will surely carry with me for 

the rest of my life.  ñéneither 

snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor 

gloom of night, nor the winds 

of change, nor a nation chal-

lengedò will keep me from 

achieving my goals.  Thank 

you for your support in mak-

ing this possible. 

 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Kristan Scott 
Kristan Scott 

C O N T I N E N T A L  C O N N E C T I O N  

KRISTAN SCOTT  

2008 



P A G E  5  V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  4  

SHERRIAN WILLIAMS  

2007 

Scholarship Recipients Updates 

GLENFORD HYATT  

2006 

Graduated from Florida A& M Uni-

versity 

April 30, 2011 

Business administration with a con-

centration in  

David Colon Smith  

2010  

1st Place Recipient  

Graduated  

December 2011 

Computer Science Major 

Currently Employed with  

Walt Disney World in Orlando 

Shelda Raymonvil  

2008  

2nd Place Recipient  

Essay Contest Winners  

Natalie Johnson   

2010 ð11 

Dominique Mortimer   

2010 ð11 
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Scrabble Club at Frank C. Martin and Avocado 
The second time is a charm.  The 
room was full yet again.  There 
were over 40 students present 
and they kept coming. The Scrab-
ble Club has expanded to loca-

tions with the support of a UPS 
grant.  Over 70 stu-
dents have partici-
pated in the school 
club.  The grads level 
at Avocado is 3rd 
graders and the 5thð
7 th graders are at 

the helm at Frank C. Mar-
tin.  Armed with their 
ñApprenticeò shirts these students are 

ready to challenge 
themselves and each 
other. Addition, Sub-

traction, multipli-
cation, spelling, 
dictionary skills, 
increased vo-

cabulary, 
critical 
thinking 
and team 
work are 
just a few 

characteristics 
that our partici-
pants are ex-
periencing. 
Scrabble vi-
sionary and 
chair Dr. 
Earlene P. 

Dotson has inspired 
these child to have a true 
love for the game.  Many 
of them bragged about 

getting 
ñScrabbleò 
boards for 
Christmas.  
Co Chairs 
and Site 
location 
Coordina-
tors Shelia 
Hender-
son and 

Betty 
Alex-
ander 
con-
tinue 
to 
carry 
the 
torch and love for the game of 
Scrabble. 

C O N T I N E N T A L  C O N N E C T I O N  

$5,000 Grant from  
Continental Societies, Inc. Greater 

Miami Chapter received the check 

for a $5,000 grant that was written 

last year.  The check was presented 

from UPS at our September 2011 

meeting to assist in supporting our   

programmatic initiatives.  The three 

programs that this grant will en-

hance is the Financial Fitness for 

Youth and Young Adults, Scrab-

ble Club and our CSI Book Club. 

 

1st 7-letter word 
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Back to School 2011ñChristmas in August 

 
The Greater Miami Chapter serves over 200 teachers by providing them welcome back packets 

of encouragement.  We partnered with our corporate partner Macys who supplied the bags 

which we filled with Colgate Palmolive products and teacher 

Greater Miami Chapter served over 500 for students by filling and providing backpacks and 

school supplies through our partnership with 100 Black Men of South Florida. 

Financial Fitness for Youth and Young Adults 
Continental Societies, Inc. Greater Miami Chapter 

through a grant from UPS presented Financial Fitness for 

Youth and Young Adults which is a Financial Education 

Program that builds knowledge, security and confidence 

in financial literacy. Facilitators Andre Coakley and 

Trevor Williams really informed, challenged and engaged 

the children to real life applications dealing with finances. 


